Alec Burke
MUSE 375
Lesson Reflection

The goal of my lesson was to assess the students understanding of the main motives throughout the piece, as well as having them come up with words or images to describe the music and get them to understand the music within the ink. I think the concept I was trying to achieve in my rehearsal of Vercingetorix was clear, but my process could have been smoother. I had spent time studying the score notes and the score itself the weekend leading up to class, trying to determine what sections would be best to achieve the concept I was trying to teach. Also, having a full-fledged score instead of having to read and flip through pages every 3 measures would have helped me keep my place and give cues better. I tried not to show that I was getting frustrated with myself, and I think I did a good job keeping my volume and instructions clear. I made sure to keep the ball rolling as much as possible and not wait too long for the students to get their instruments up. It caught a few students off guard at first, but they got the idea and started to be more attentive and receptive to my comments.
I believe my demeanor was fine, but I could have been a little warmer with the students instead of staying in "teacher-mode." I did my best to keep my energy and confidence up, which I think helped me throughout the lesson. My conducting can definitely improve, but I think that will come in time since I haven't taken advanced conducting yet. Also, I wish I had managed my time better so that I could have touched on other sections (i.e., the second motive and the end of the piece where the two motives overlap); once again, I think this is something I will learn with practice and experience. Overall, I was happy with my lesson, but definitely not satisfied, and I hope to improve for my warm-up lesson later this semester.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqTogK2S36U
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